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TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: US VIEWS ON ITEM 9 OK CND AGENDA: SUPPLY OF 
OPIATES FOR MEDICAL PURPOSES 

SUMMURY:AT FORTHCOMING MEETING OF COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC 

DRUGS, SCHEDULED TO BEGIN FEBRUARY 18 AT GENEVA, US 
WILL DRAW ATTENTION TO NEW EMPHASIS IN US OPIUM POLICY 
BASED ON RECENT PRESIDENTIAL DECISIONS. ESSENCE OF 
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DECISIONS IS THAT (A) US WILL RELEASE LIMITED AMOUNTS OF 
OPIATES FROM OUR STOCKPILE IF AND WHEN NECESSARY TO 
MAINTAIN INVENTORIES OF US PROCESSORS AT SAFE LEVEL; 

(B) US WILL ACTIVELY ENCOURAGE AND SEEK CONSENSUS ON 
SHIFTING FROM USE OF GUM OPIUM TO MECHA ICAL PROCESSING 
OF UNINCISED POPPY STRAW AS SOURCE OF OPIATES; AND 

(C) US WILL NOW BRING US GOVERNMENTAL RESOURCES TO 
BEAR IN RESEARCH AND TESTING OF POPPY STRAW PROCESSING 
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IN BELIEF IT CAN BRING HIGHER YIELDS AND WILL BE 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO MORE EFFECTIVE CONTROLS THAN UNDER 
CURRENT PRACTICES. DECISION EMBRACES ONLY TESTING AND 
RESEARCH, NOT REPEAT NOT PRODUCTION TO MEET DOMESTIC 
REQUIREMENTS. TO INSURE CORRECT INTERPRETATION OF 
OUR INTENTIONS, DECISIONS SHOULD BE PRESENTED IN THE 
CONTEXT OF OUR ANALYSIS OF WORLD SITUATION AND 
REACTION TO IT AS OUTLINED BELOW. 

1. ALL ACTION ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO OUTLINE OUR 
VIEWS TO HOST GOVERNMENTS, DRAWING ON PARAGRAPHS 1 THROUGH 
4. ADDITIONAL SPECIAL GUIDANCE IS PROVIDED CERTAIN POSTS 

IN CAPTIONED PARAGRAPHS BELOW. YOU SHOULD POINT OUT THAT 
US VIEWS ON THIS ITEM ARE CONSISTENT WITH OBJECTIVES WHICH 
THE US HAS ENUNCIATED AND ALL COUNTRIES HAVE ACCEPTED AT 
PREVIOUS INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS. THE US AIM IN MAKING 
CERTAIN ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY ON THE SUPPLY AND CONTROL PROBLEMS IS TO COME TO 
GRIPS WITH THE NEED TO ASSURE ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF OPIATES 
FOR MEDICAL USE DURING THE NEXT TEN YEARS OR SO WITHOUT 
WEAKENING THE CONTROLS OVER LICIT PRODUCTION OR THE 
COMMITMENT TO ERADICATE ILLEGAL UNCONTROLLED PRODUCTION. 
FYI: WE MAY WISH CIRCULATE SOME FORM DRAFT RESOLUTION 
GIVING VOICE O THESE VIEWS IF SUFFICIENT SUPPORT SEEMS 
AVAILABLE. REPORT REACTIONS SOONEST. DURING COURSE OF 
CND MEETING YOU MAY RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL 
APPROACHES TO HOST GOVERNMENTS. END FYI. 

2. THE MAIN ELEMENTS OF THE US POSITION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. US RECOGNIZES EXISTING AND POTENTIALLY INCREASING 

GAP BETWEEN GROWING WORLDWIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDICINAL 
OPIATES AND LICIT PRODUCTION. BASED UPON CURRENT DEMAND 
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PROJECTIONS, WE WOULD EXPECT THIS GAP TO BECOME INCREASING- 
LY SERIOUS. THERE WAS A NOTABLE SHORTFALL IN 1973. US 
PROCESSORS, FO EXAMPLE, WERE NOT ABLE TO OBTAIN A SUPPLY 
SUFFICIENT TO MAINTAIN INVENTORIES AT A SAFE LEVEL (YEAR- 
END DOMESTIC INVENTORIES FELL TO NINETY DAYS, AN ALL-TIME 
LOW.) 

B. INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IS COMMITTED TO ASSURING 
ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF NATURAL OPIATES FOR MEDICAL AND 
SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES UNTIL NONADDICTIVE OR LESS ADDICTIVE 
SYNTHETIC SUBSTITUTES CAN BE DEVELOPED. 

C. DESPITE SUBSTANTIAL RESEARCH AND PROGRESS, SYN- 
THETICS SUITABLE TO MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDICINAL USE 
ARE NOT NOW AVAILABLE. US EXPERIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL 
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OPINION STATED AT 25TH CND (1973) SUGGEST THAT SUBSTITUTION 
OF SYNTHETICS SUITABLE FOR ADOPTION AND MEDICAL PRACTICE IS 
NOT PRACTICABLE NOW. T E CONSENSUS IS THAT THE CHANGE WILL 
TAKE AT LEAST A DECADE TO ACCOMPLISH. DEVELOPMENT OF NEW 
DRUGS, CHANGE IN PRESCRIPTION PRACTICES OF PHYSICIANS, 
CLINICAL MANAGEMENT OF PATIENTS, AND ECONOMIC ISSUES ARE 
FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED AND AT LEAST PARTIALLY RESOLVED 
BEFORE A LARGE SCALE SUBSTITUTION FOR NATURAL OPIATES 
BECOMES A PRACTICAL POSSIBILITY. 

D. MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR OPIATES 
MUST BE MET WITHIN INTERNATIONAL CONTROL SYSTEM UNDER 
TREATIES DESIGNED TO PREVENT DIVERSION FROM LEGAL PRODUC- 
TION AND TO ELIMINATE UNCONTROLLED ILLEGAL PRODUCTION. 
THERE REQUIREMENTS WILL BE DETERMINED BY INTERNATIONAL 
NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD ON THE BASIS OF ESTIMATES BY 
GOVERNMENTS OF THE AMOUNTS NEEDED FOR CONSUMPTION AND 
REBUILDING OF STOCKS. 

E. INCISION OF THE POPPY FOR GUM OPIUM IS A PROCESS 
DIFFICULT TO CONTROL TO PREVENT DIVERSION OF GUM OPIUM 
AND ITS DERIVATIVES INTO ILLICIT CHANNELS. PRODUCTION OF 

GUM OPIUM FOR EXPORT FOR MEDICAL USE SHOULD NOT BE EXTENDED 
TO NEW AREAS NOR TO NEW COUNTRIES, BUT RATHER INCREASED 
REQUIREMENTS FOR NATURAL OPIATES SHOULD BE MET IN TWO 
WAYS: FIRST, BY FULLY UTILIZING STRAW CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 05 STATE 
EEEEEEEE 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OPIUM, DRUG CONTROL, MEDICAL RESEARCH, MEETINGS, COMMITTEES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE026073 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: HRWELLMAN:RHMUNN; OMB/FDM:LHERMAN:TPETERS: 

Enclosure: n/a 
Executive Order: N/A 
Errors: N/A 
Film Number: n/a 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740248/aaaabssm.tel 

Line Count: 195 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN SNM 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: ANOMALY 

Review Date: 27 MAR 2002 

Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAR 2002 by martinml>; APPROVED <31 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US VIEWS ON ITEM 9 OK CND AGENDA: SUPPLY OF OPIATES FOR MEDICAL PURPOSES 

TAGS: SNAR 

To: GENEVA MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



